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2 Improved Traffic Flow
Currently no convenient locations are available to pick up and drop off passengers on
either 18th Street or Columbia Road. These streets can become entirely blocked off when
multiple vehicles stop to drop off and/or pick up passengers.

Two simple measures will significantly reduce the congestion on 18th Street and
Columbia Road during these peak activity times.

2.1 Taxi Stands
Taxi stands, convenient for passengers and taxi cab drivers can be provided during peak
activity hours.

Figure 1 displays the recommended locations for taxi stands. The SunTrust Bank
location is made up of two lanes with 21 spaces behind the bank (see Appendix B). Ward
One Councilmember Jim Graham, in whose jurisdiction this falls, has expressed
potential support for this location and signaled his willingness to help make this a reality.
The second taxi stand is located in front of the Marie Reed Learning Center. Both
locations provide multiple options for taxis to exit the neighborhood efficiently. 1

Taxi Free Zone
The stands displayed in Figures 1 reduce the need for the same taxis to repetitively
traverse 18th Street between Florida Avenue and Columbia Road. Taxis only stop on
18th Street to discharge passengers or for on-call pickups. Not allowing ad hoc pickup of
passengers will significantly improve the traffic flow.

Times and Days of the Week
The taxi stands are proposed for Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings between 9:00
PM and 4:00 AM. The same time applies for the Taxi Free Zone on 18th Street.

1 See Burden Report (2004, Dan Burden, Washington, DC)


